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The more I read the story of the Prodigal son ð the more I think it is mis-

named. There were two prodigals  -  and both of them misjudged their fathers 

heart.  

One, aware of his rebellion and failure, came back offering to serve his way 

in to his fatherõs house, aware of his own unworthiness.  He was content just to 

be an employee in the company, feeling he had forfeited all rights to being in 

the fatherõs family.  What a surprise he got ð he was met with arms wide to 

embrace him and a robe brought out to cover his filth ð and as he entered the 

door of his home he was already arrayed as a much loved and welcomed son - 

accepted, forgiven and restored through the unconditional love of his father.  

Out in the fields was the son who did it all by the book. He had stayed ð had 

worked ð had served and now felt angry as such wanton grace. He too is met 

by the love of his father and learns that everything the father has was already 

his ð not because of what he has done ð but be-

cause of who he is ð the fatherõs son. 

I can identify with both sons. There are times in 

my life when I feel so aware of my own unworthi-

ness that I feel I must prove my worth to God 

through acts of devotion and service in order to 

gain His approval. At other times, I take pride in 

my service and devotion and start to believe that I 

actually have something to contribute to God and 

He should be glad to have me on His team.  

Both sons in us must come to the cross. 

The sinner finds there that his failure has been 

confronted, and paid for in full.  He can come as 

he is, knowing that he is now not under condem-

nation.  He is a child in the family because the Fa-

ther wants it to be so and has invited him, called 

him and welcomed him in.  

BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS....  
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The self righteous is confronted with the cost of his forgiveness and recog-

nises once again that anything he is and has comes to him at the cost of un-

speakable sacrifice, and that all of it is received as a gift.  

As one writer puts it ð we must preach the gospel to ourselves every day ð 

knowing that we will never move beyond needing its message in our lives.  

As you celebrate Easter could I encourage you to spend time at the cross. 

Spend some time alone, read through the gospel narratives slowly, allow 

yourself to imagine you are there listening, watching, calling out and ask God 

to help you engage once again with the crucified Lord, and the heart of a Fa-

ther who loves you more than you can ever understand.  

Galatians 6:14 òBut may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me 

and I to the worldó 

Sweeter Than Chocolate!  
An Inductive Study of Psalm 119  

Cost £14.99 

Sweet Words and real solutions from Godõs Word.  In six brief les-

sons you will journey through the Bibleõs greatest Psalm devoted to 

the theme of the Word of God.  Discover insights, practical wisdom, 

and deep truths that will strengthen your walk and relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

Coming 

Soon! 

PUP Matthew Part1 & 2 
The King and the Kingdom of Heaven ( 7 lessons - chapters 1 - 13) 
Cost £9.00   

Who is the promised Messiah, the King who will sit on the throne of 

David? What is His kingdom? What is the character and lifestyle of 

those who are a part of this kingdom? Matthew Part 1 answers these 

questions and brings you face -to-face with the long -awaited Jewish 

Messiah. 

The Christ, the Son of the Living God  (8 lessons - chapters 14 - 28) 

Cost £10.00 

When Jesus came, did people receive Him as the promised Mes-

siah? What did they say about His miracles and His teaching? What 

caused them to call for His crucifixion? He says Heõs coming back. If 

He came today, would people recognize Him? As you study Matthew 

Part 2, youõll gain a deeper understanding of the resurrection and its 

power in your life.  

Now 

Available 

 

New Publications  
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PUP Matthew Part 1 òThe King and the Kingdom of Heavenó  

7 lessons ð commencing Monday 27 th April at 7.45pm in Precept Office      

Cost £20 -  please register in advance to receive materials for this course.  

 

Understanding the Anger of God ð PUP Micah and Nahum  

Commencing Monday 3rd August for 4 weeks  

AM class ð 10.00am  -  Carryduff Presbyterian Church Halls  

PM class ð 7.45pm  - Precept Office  

For those wishing to include the study of the book of Habbakuk and complete 

the PUP course  extra classes will run on Wed 2 nd and Wed 9 th September 

2009 at the above times in Precept Office.  

D4Y Childrenõs Class  - The Names of God  

A summer study programme for children. Introducing children to IBS through 

activities, games and quizzes, as they study together one of the names of God  

Commencing Monday 3rd August at 10.00am for 4 weeks  -  for 7-12 Yr olds 

in Carryduff Presbyterian Church Halls  

 (running along aside PUP Micah and Nahum - AM Class)                                                                                                                         

Cost £ 7.50 for one child ñ£10.00 for 2 children from same family.  

     

                                    

 

New Classes 

New Workshop 

           Let us introduce you to the delights of the  

NISS seriesñthrough one lesson together find out  

       what is involved in completing the study and be part  

 of a discussion group.  

 Contact the Office for more details . 

Want to move on from  

 40 Minute Studies ?  
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My Journey so far...  

It was a Saturday in September 2000 after a ladies day in our church with 

Anne Cairns as the speaker that I was really challenged by God to walk in 

the way He had called me.  That was the beginning of this journey that I 

have been on for the past few years and following a rather wet Focusfest in 

Coleraine I attended a Digging Deeper course in EM ð not to dig trenches 

but to learn a way to study Godõs Word for myself and develop my relation-

ship with God.  Having been brought up in a Christian home I knew all the 

right things to do and say but I also knew that my relationship with God was 

not as it should have been so I had to take steps to remedy that.  

After doing the Digging Deeper course Precept was just being introduced 

at EM and I did the Leaders Training with Bob Vereen and the rest they say 

is history.  Iõve been leading classes and attending classes for the past 5 or 

6 years and I have found that as my relationship with God has deepened I 

have begun to realise that itõs not about me, that the Bible is all about God 

and what He has done, what He is doing and what He will do and itõs just 

great.  

Two and half years ago I found myself out to lunch with Valerie and Marga-

ret Elliott telling them that I would come in and help Valerie do what 

needed done in the office on a voluntary basis.  I wasnõt particularly look-

ing for another job as I have a part time job but because I work part time it 

gave me the opportunity to give back to something in which I had been 

really blessed.  

As time has gone on and the ministry has really developed in NI there has 

been a real need to free Valerie up so she can get on with developing lead-

ers, teaching and introducing the method in churches, groups and basi-

cally anyone who wants to know about us!  This leaves a void in the area of 

promotion, advertising, general office management and development of a 

support network both in finance and prayer, and that is now my role.  

Since coming to work at PMNI I have become aware of some misconcep-

tions people have about this ministry: - 

Many people think that we in NI are supported financially by Precept in 

America.  Whilst they do send us a monthly gift, this is small and is 

being phased out in the next 3 years as we become self sustaining.  

Whilst we purchase our book stock from PMI all profits for book sales 

stay here in Northern Ireland to develop the ministry here.  
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 Our support network here is based upon around 25 people who regularly 

support us financially by standing order and around another 30 people 

who support us through prayer which is co -ordinated by Rosemary Saun-

ders.  If you would like to be involved in this part of the ministry or want to 

know how to become involved please contact the office.  

The last and most important point I want to make 

is that we could not have done what we have done 

without Godõs provision and He has overwhelmed 

us and taken us on a journey that has blessed us in 

ways that humanly speaking is impossible.  God 

has met all our needs and will continue to do so as 

we in turn seek to listen to Him and obey what He 

is asking us to do.  We are looking forward to the 

next phase of the journey that God is taking us on 

and look forward to you joining with us.  

Jacqui Magill 
 

Introducing Lightening Study Series  

New Bible Study Resources for  Youth  
Series of ô15 minõ inductive Studies for use in  

Youth Fellowships/Bible Classs/ SU  

and just about anywhere  

2 series available  

Life of Paul  -  6 sessions  Cost £3.00 

Jesus ðthe ôI AMõ  - 10 sessions Cost £4.00 
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As Precept Youth enters itõs second year we are very expectant of our God and 
what He is going to do. This year has so far been incredible in the new opportuni-
ties that God is presenting before us and we long for Him to open more new ven-
tures and we pray that He would establish those who are just starting out in en-
countering Him through His Word.  We are starting this incoming year by launch-
ing some new ventures.  

The first one is NAVIGATE .  This will be a 
monthly event in the Precept office (2nd Wednes-
day) where young people will be encouraged to come 
around Godõs Word and together get to grips with 
what it means and how it applies to our lives right 
here, right now!  This will start on 8th April 2009 
and we will begin this journey by looking at  the 
book of Haggai.  

The second event we would like to make you aware of is 
the Precept Youth Weekend for next year, 2010. This 
will take place 12th ð14th March 2010 at Castlewellan 
Castle where we will be looking at òThe problem with 

evil ó. This weekend is for 13 -18 year olds and we want to 
encourage youth leaders to bring their youth groups to 
this weekend. Youth leaders are really busy and possibly 
even exhausted with the stress of their position so why 
not use this event as your òyouth weekendó. Bring your 
young people and we will give you the time to spend with 
them and get refreshed together as we encounter this 
topic with Godõs Word. 

Thirdly, is the launch of our website 
www.preceptyouthni.co.uk  The website will be 
where a lot of our advertising and  information 
will be and in the near future this site will have 
Daily Devotions available for those young people 
(& older people too!) who would like to devote 
themselves to Godõs Word on a daily basis. 

Finally (as you breathe a sigh!), we want to launch our new series of Bible Studies 
for young people. They have become known as the òLightening Study Seriesó and 
would be good resources for youth groups, Sunday School classes and Scripture 
Unions. This series will be divided into subject titles and will have a number of 
studies within that title.  See Ad for more details.  

http://www.precept.org/site/R?i=uTM_XL-ZWkJXA1g_Pf-jVA..
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 Precept Youth......  My Story.........  
When I was first told about the Precept method of Bible study, I didnõt 

think they suited my way of learning.  The time consuming homework, 

tedious lists and obvious questions involved seemed irrelevant and of 

little benefit to my Christian walk.  

I have now learnt never to judge on first impressions...  

Precept has opened my eyes to an entire new form of Bible study.  I have 

learned new truths in every lesson through the challenging, detailed 

questions the homeworkõs ask and have seen the Bible in a new light 

through the thorough cross references.  I no longer see the Bible as an 

old fashioned book filled with irrelevant laws and incomprehensible 

prophecies,  but rather as a living truth, a vital life guide ð the voice of 

God.  

One course I found particularly life enhancing was the òKinsman Re-

deemeró study on the miraculous book of Ruth.  Although I had been 

aware of the fundamental truth of Jesusõ crucifixion, I had never dwelled 

on how much His sacrifice was.  Although in ways the study was difficult 

to understand, hard to grasp and at times entirely mind boggling, my 

persevering heart was generously rewarded with eternal biblical treas-

ures.  Truly for the experienced Christian or the 

new born believer, Precept is a relevant, life 

changing form of Bible study which brings 

deeper understanding in all areas of the Christian 

faith and a greater appreciation of Christõs sacri-

fice for His beloved children.  

Lauren Hall   (Lauren is 16 and attends Garethõs 

Youth Precept class in the office.)  

Just one more thing, I would like to ask you  to pray for us as 
we take six of Precept Youth to Bootcamp in Chattanooga, 
USA. Pray that weõd have a great time in this venture with 
God. Please see next newsletter to see how we got on.  

For more information on any of the above events or resources 
please do not hesitate to contact the office (028)90814880.  
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Unit 2, 33 Ballynahinch Road, 
Carryduff, Belfast, BT8 8EH 
Phone: 028 9081 4880   
Email: info@preceptni.co.uk  

In Christ...  

What grace to call my own 

What love to linger near  

What peace He gives so freely 

No need for me to fear 

 

The price was paid so dearly  

To bring me to His home 

To cleanse and keep and wash me 

�,�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V���R�Z�Q���E�O�R�R�G���D�O�R�Q�H 

 

His Spirit now indwells me 

�&�R�Q�I�L�U�P�L�Q�J���,�·�P���*�R�G�·�V���F�K�L�O�G 

He teaches and corrects me 

In His fullness He abides 

 

In Christ and in His keeping 

To walk as a worthy one 

The battle now is over 

My victory sure is won 

 

My Home is now in heaven 

My inheritance is sure 

My Lord will come so quickly  

And asks me to endure 

Written by May Green  

While studying  

PUP Ephesians 


